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1. Facts and Figures 
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The European Road Network 

 Length: 
 European Road Network = +/- 5 million km 

 

 Contribution to the economy:  
 Direct: 5 million jobs  or  +/- 5% of  GDP* 

 Indirect: 14 million jobs or +/- 11% of  GDP** 
 

 The major community asset (Value > 8.000 billion €***) 
 
*     Source: EC 

**   Source: ERTRAC 

*** ERF estimation 
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Inland freight transport 
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Inland passenger transport 
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Evolution forecast 

http://www.eea.europa.eu/data-and-maps/figures/passenger-and-freight-demand-projections/figure-8.1-term-2009/image_original
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2. Financing the transport 

infrastructure 
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Financing the transport infrastructure 

 All modes of  transport * : 
 

 Lowest level since the 70’s 
 

 1,5% of  the GDP in the 70’s 
 

 Fell at record low in 2013 in Europe (below 1%) 
 

 

 

 

* Source: International Transport Forum (ITF) 
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Financing the transport infrastructure 
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Financing the transport infrastructure 
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3. A European perspective 
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Financing the transport infrastructure 

 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) 
 

 European Commission policy 
 

 Implementation and development of  Europe-wide 

network 
 

 Roads, railway, inland waterways, maritime routes, 

ports, airports and rail-road terminals 
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Financing the transport infrastructure 

 Trans-European Transport Network (TEN-T) 
 

 The Comprehensive network 

o All European regions 

o Target completion 2050 
 

 The Core Network 

o Most important connections within the Comprehensive Network 

o Target completion 2030 
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Main sources of  financing 
 Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) 

 24 billion 2014 – 2020 

 mainly railway 

 EU Structural Funds 

 mainly road projects 

 National Funds 

 very limited 

 Road pricing schemes 

 pushed by the EC 

 only long-term viable alternative 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj00YOR9rvXAhWBLMAKHUngDqgQjRwIBw&url=https://www.key4biz.it/News-2014-02-26-Tecnologie-cef-banda-larga-neelie-kroes-223349/12783/&psig=AOvVaw0CYPfS43aFoZMGwRLdbZrH&ust=1510675286316329
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4. Revision of  the 

‘Eurovignette’ Directive 

https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjim4nh9rvXAhWgHsAKHVgsBb8QjRwIBw&url=https://ec.europa.eu/info/resources-partners/european-commission-visual-identity_en&psig=AOvVaw3m_so5KN61EHB5_Ey_oxhR&ust=1510675450872358
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Financing the transport infrastructure 

 31 May 2017: 

 EC proposed a revision of  the Directive 1999/62/EC 

 Charging of  HGVs for the use of  certain infrastructures 

 Original scope: vehicles > 3,5 T (but often applied > 12T) 

 Mainly aiming at ensuring level playing field for transport 

operators 
 

NB: proposal does not force MS to apply road charging schemes 

        aims at creating a uniform framework for potential application 
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Revision of  the ‘Eurovignette’ Directive 

 Phasing out of  time-based vignettes 

 For HDV’s by 2023 

 For LDV’s by 2027 (cars and vans) 

 Distance-based charging 

 Extension of  charging system 

 cars, vans, buses and coaches 

 Removal of  possibility to exempt HDV’s below 12 T 
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Revision of  the ‘Eurovignette’ Directive 

 Change in calculation method 
 Determine different road user charges 

 Incentivise use of  cleaner vehicles 

 

 Possibility to charge other aspects than just road 
use 
 External cost charging (noise, pollution) 

 Possiblity to introduce congestion charges 
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Revision of  the ‘Eurovignette’ Directive 

 Reference to degradation of  road infrastructure 

 Constant decrease of  public spending on maintenance 

 Various social, economic and environmental impacts 

 

 Intense negotiations between EP and Council 

 Draft report expected by January 2018 

 ERF to release a Position Paper 
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Position of  the ERF 

 Globally welcomes the principles of  the proposal 

 Coordinating framework for consistent charging system 

 Transition from time-based to distance-based 

 Mention of  the necessity to maintain road infrastructure 

 Potential positive impact on road construction and 

maintenance sector 

 Promotes more sustainable mobility on roads 

 Could contribute to adequate road quality (service) 
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Position of  the ERF 
 Concerns about the proposal content 
 

 No provision for ‘earmarking’ of  revenues back to road 
infrastructure 

 Implementation of  distance-based charging schemes: 

o Technology 

o Timing 

o Cost – benefit ratio 

 Safety risk 

o Transfer of  traffic to non-charged networks (most vulnerable) 
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Conclusion 

 New proposal of  the‘Eurovignette’ Directive  
 

 Principle of  ‘user-pays’ 

 Opportunity to maintain, improve and upgrade the road 

network (service to the citizen / user) 

 But many uncertainties 

o Earmarking, time, cost, risks of  transfer 

o No obligation 
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European Union Road Federation (ERF) 

Place Stéphanie, 6 / B 

B-1050 BRUSSELS 
 

www.erf.be 

c.nicodeme@erf.be 

Vielen Dank für Ihre Aufmerksamkeit 

http://www.erf.be/

