The Roads in the European Union
Facts and Figures

=» Goods inland transport: 75% by roads
=» Passenger inland transport: 80% by roads
= Total length: 5 million km
= Total value: over € 8,000 billion*
=» Minimum maintenance required: 1.5% of the value
=» Current average maintenance level: < 1% of the value

= 1 € spent on road maintenance prevents spending
up to 15 € in rehabilitation or reconstruction

* based on reconstruction value
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A Manifesto for long-term, effective
management of a safe and efficient
European road network

an asset society
cannot live without
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What the road sector can offer

Value for money maintenance

¢ Benefits to the economy as a whole through keeping roads in
good condition and open to all users

¢ Well considered use and, where appropriate, re-use of
materials

¢ Jobs based on a comprehensive understanding of the
techniques and materials, fully embracing a culture of health
and safety

e |dentification and anticipation of the skill needs of workers in
order to guide policy

Commitment to innovation

e Strong commitment to innovation in daily business practice

e Support for increased R & D through pro-active participation in
EU research programmes and industry platforms

¢ |dentification of technological gaps along the construction
value chain in response to the Commission’s drive for
innovation

Responding to social needs

e Commitment to a high quality and safe road transport
environment, adapted to economic, climate change and social
challenges

Commitment to using responsibly sourced materials

e Commitment to an improved environment, particularly noise
e Commitment to creating a fully trained and safety conscious
workforce
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Decisions EU policymakers should take

Establish the Road Network Asset Value

e Persuade Member States to:
1. Establish a complete inventory of all their road
components
2. Conduct regular and comprehensive surveys of the
condition of these assets
3. Create the financial conditions that will allow for timely
and sufficient maintenance and improvement of the
assets to take place
¢ Prioritise upgrading of infrastructure, including sustainable
transport networks

Boost investment in research
and innovation

¢ Take full account of the strategic role of the road construction
and maintenance sector in the proposed Horizon 2020 budget

¢ Endorse the use of Structural and Cohesion Funds to leverage
investments in safe and efficient transport networks

e Support an effective technology transfer

Develop a sustainable roads’ policy

e Keep Member States’ commitments to the Vision Zero
Initiative clear and reportable

¢ |nsist on continuous improvements to the safety and quality
of the network

¢ Provide the necessary funding for proper maintenance of the
existing network

The European roads sector calls upon

the European Commission, European
Parliament and the Member States

to coordinate efforts at all levels of
government in order to implement
coherent and balanced policies and
legislation based on a level playing field
between public and private actors as well
as between the EU and third countries.

More specifically, European and national
policy makers should ensure coherence
between their policy decisions and
consequent investment decisions, even
if this requires more flexibility in the
interpretation of stability pact principles.
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